THE    LAST   DAYS    OF    MADRID

were Largo Caballero, Prieto and Besteiro, were respected
by their political opponents for their solid worth and sense
of honour.

This is sufficient to explain why, from the first moment,
there was a Socialist majority in nearly all the important
organisms of the new State, but it also unfortunately
explains why within the party itself there were groups of
followers round each of the most important figures, and
these only too often at variance. And when there were
events in the country which upset the strongest con-
victions these discordances were accentuated.

The Spanish Workers5 Socialist Party was revolutionary,
but the mentality of its leaders never let it take part in real
proletarian insurrections. It vacillated always within the
limits of Social democracy, and was shaken from time to
time by violent internal disturbances which belonged
more to its Spanish temperament than to its Marxist
practices. Its organisation was a normal one, its followers
and leaders were in close touch; it was methodical and
responsible.

The other workers' party was the Communist, attached
to the Third International, Before and after the pro-
clamation of the Republic, the Communist Party in Spain
was of no importance, ridiculous in its slogans and
despicable for its conduct. According to its usual tactics,
while raising the banner of Unity it caused a split in the
Socialist Party and another in the Youth Organisation of
that Party, and these splits meant its own foundation,
because in order to develop it had to organise itself in the
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